Dear MAFL Fund Contributors & Interested Bystanders,
This week I’m hearing disappointment from a few contributors and bystanders.
Lately I’d have to admit to feeling a little like the Chief Engineer for the ill-fated Beagle Mars project:
“Yes, Commander, we believe it landed …No, sir, we’ve not been able to contact it …No, not at all, sir … Roughly where we expected, sir … Well sir, yes it is a bit of a guess … Within a kilometre or two, sir … Yes sir that is a ‘bloody big area’, sir … No sir, not even a whimper … Yes sir, we have tried everything we can think of - there are seventy-two of us working on the problem … No sir, I’m not trying to be funny…Yes sir, we are aware that the world’s media are watching … No, sir, I’m not planning to fly to Mars to see if I can find it myself … Sorry sir, bit I don’t believe that’s anatomically possible … No sir, you’re right, I’ve not tried it …No sir, I don’t have one handy now … The positives sir? Well sir, it almost certainly made the Martian atmosphere and, in all likelihood landed somewhere on the planet, so I treat that as some sort of success sir … Yes sir, you’re right, it is a ‘bloody big planet to hit’, but it is quite a distance away, sir …Yes I do understand sir – it is a rather narrowly defined ‘success’ … Well we plan to keep trying to contact it, sir … No sir, there is no ‘bloody dog whistle’ we can use … I will certainly let you know as soon as we ‘see so much as a vague wheel-mark’ sir … Nice to talk to you too sir … Yes, I hope it’s not the last time too sir … Goodbye.”
Anyway, for what it’s worth, here’s the detail for this weekend:
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Date__Venue Team 1 Price”_Team 2 Price” Bt Team 1_bBet Team 2 | Predicted Winner Pred Margin
30-Jun06 Docklands Kangaroos (14th) — Essendon (16th) - - El
1-Juk0B M.C.G Melbourne (5th) - Port Adelaide (3th) - - 1
1-Juk0B Docklands StKilda 7th) -~ Hawthor (12th) - - 2
1-Juk0B Gabba Brisbane Lions (13th) - Carlton (15th) - - b
1-JukB 5.C.6 Sydney (6th) - Fremantle @th) - - 3
2.Jub0B Football Park  Adelaide (1st) - Geelong (11th) - - %
2.Jub0B M.C.G Richmond (10th) §355  Collngwood (3rd) - 7.53% 3
2.Jub06 Subiaco West Coast 2nd) - Western Bulldogs (4th) - 6





So again just the one bet this weekend, but it is a serious one. In fact, it’s our single largest bet for the season: a little over 7½% of notional initial funds (or about 11.8% of remaining funds) on the Tigers at $3.55 against the Pies at the G. This is our 3rd bet with Richmond, with whom we currently have a +339% ROI, thanks entirely to their upset-win against Adelaide in round 8.
A win will lift the share price back into the mid-80c range; a loss and we’re in the mid-50c range.
On the tipping front, you can see that the Model has plumped for 7 favourites this week, but it does have concerns about 5 of them (as well as about the underdog it tipped), as evidenced by its predicted single-digit margins. This is pretty extraordinary given that most of the underdogs are at $2.50 or more.
There are (at least) 3 candidates for game of the round this weekend: Melbourne v Port Adelaide, Sydney v Fremantle and West Coast v Western Bulldogs. I reckon, though, that the Demons/Port clash will prove to offer the best value.
I’ve done a little more analysis on the draw for this year and, among other things, it suggests that the Swan’s position might be a little better than I originally thought. More of this is the next newsletter.

Cheers for now,

Tony
